Same But Different Implementation Guide

Same and Different is a mathematical routine that builds numbers
sense and the language needed to describe, compare, and
explain/justify what is the same and different between two images.

To prepare for the routine, choose two images that offer the
opportunity to focus on particular mathematical concepts (such as
number, shapes, fractions, arrangements, positions in space, place
value, comparing, etc.)

During the routine, display the slide showing both images. Students
should have one quiet thinking minute to determine the qualities of the
objects that are the same and those that are different. From there, they
can turn and talk to their partner to share their ideas and listen to the
ideas of their partner. Finally a whole group discussion is held to share a
selection of the ideas from the larger group.

Young students will be making sense of what it means to be the same
and to be different. As they notice the attributes in each image, those

attributes (size, color, position, number, texture, shape), will help them
as they make comparisons.

Young students will also be using gestures and developing both
informal and formal math language to describe what they notice. You
might consider first inviting students to use their words to explain what
was the same or what was different and then asking if they'd like to
come up to the slide and share their ideas while referencing the
images.
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